
Pasted below is a couple of paragraphs on this subject which I wrote some years ago as part of 

the introduction to Banaters in Austrian military records.  The entire text can be found at: 

 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~banatdata/DDB/Banat%20Family%20Histor

y%20Series%20Book%20VI.pdf 

 

In general the time spent under arms depended on the time period under discussion.  At certain 

periods one cannot but notice the large proportion of marriages which occurred when the groom 

was age ca 30-32, indicating that he had completed his military service.  Marriage while in the 

service required the permission of the regimental colonel which was not always forthcoming. 

Following the collapse of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire at the end of World War I the 

Grundbuch records for regiments recruited outside of the  traditional Austrian core counties were 

turned over to the successor nations.  In the case of Hungary these records have disappeared---- 

the  usual speculation to account for the missing records was that the communist government 

recycled them as scrap paper. 

 
 

Dave Dreyer, Ph.D. 
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In practice the Imperial conscription system was very selective so that the rank and file came 

only from the lower classes. Conscripts not completely fit for service in line regiments or of 

small stature tended to get drafted into the transport services. The enlisted men served under 

wretched conditions and were subject to sever corporal punishments.  

Flogging was discontinued only in 1867. These conditions contributed to a high desertion rate. 

 

Conscription regulations were not uniform throughout all the lands of the double headed eagle. 

 

In the immediate post Napoleonic period enlistments from the Austrian provinces were subject to 

a 14 year enrollment but those enrolled from Hungary were subject to lifetime conscription. 

 

In some areas enlistments in the early 19th century were for 10 years. In 1845 the enlistment 

period was reduced to 8 years with two years in the reserves and in 1858 this was made uniform 

throughout the Empire. Recruits were generally age 20-21 when called up. Landowners, 

students, priests, miners, some government officials and some agricultural occupations were 

exempt from conscription. In 1867, at the time of the Ausgleich, a 3 year enlistment period with 

seven years in the reserves was adopted. At this time the manpower pool was enlarged and men 

in some previously exempt categories were subject to conscription. 

Discharges before the enlistment period had expired were sometimes due to invalid condition. 

Other, more frequent, discharges before the end of the enrollment period were due to the fact 

that, especially after 1849, many more recruits were enrolled than the financial resources of the 

army could accommodate. As a result, some recruits were discharged shortly after being enrolled 

or given extended unpaid Urlaub (furlough) before the end of their service. The all too common 

notes of death while on Urlaub, testifies to the large number of men in this category. Such troops 

were often only recalled for yearly maneuvers or in emergencies. 
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Other Information Sites: 

Introduction to the Emigration from Banat 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~banatdata/DDB/HomePage.htm 

PRE WORLD WAR I MIGRATION PATTERNS OF BANAT GERMANS TO 

NORTH AMERICA 

 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~banatdata/DDB/Dreyer-Kraemer.htm 

Emigration from Banat in the National Archives Ship Records 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~banatdata/DDB/ByVillage/villageindex.htm 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~banatdata/DDB/Intro.htm 

Mt Angel Treffen – (videos and slides) 

http://www.banatbooks.com/Treffen.htm 

Banat Data Files 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~banatdata/DDB/ 

Donauschwaben Genealogical Data Index 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~banatdata/ 
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