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Germany National Census 
 

German authorities began conducting a national census of its population in May, the first such survey 
since the country was reunited in 1990. The last census in West Germany was conducted in 1987, 
while the last in East Germany was held in 1981. Under European Union regulations, 
Germany and all other member states are now required to hold a census once every 10 years - which 
is also the timeframe recommended by the United Nations. 
 

Germany's Federal Statistical Office launched a publicity campaign several weeks ahead of the start 
of the census. The television ads, billboards and website were designed to nip any resistance to taking 
part in the census in the bud. The central message is: Germany needs this census. "Germany needs 
up-to-date data in order to plan for the future," said Roderich Egeler, the president of the Federal 
Statistical Office. 
 

Unlike the last census in West Germany in 1987, in which an effort was made to survey every 
resident of the country, the 2011 census will be conducted using a mixed-mode method. 
Approximately 8 million residents, or about 10 percent of the population, will be required to fill out 
surveys, either in person with one of the 80,000 enumerators or through the Internet. The census is 
meant to gather demographic information about things like age, sex or citizenship, as well as level of 
education, whether the respondent has a second job, or is from an immigrant background. 
 

The second part of the census concerns the estimated 17.5 million people who own residential 
property in Germany. According to the authorities, this is necessary because too little information 
currently exists about the availability of living space in Germany.  Such data can help municipalities 
determine things like how many child-care centers or water lines are needed. 
 

The third group is made up of people who live in what is considered as "special situations," like 
people who live in student residences, monasteries, old-age homes, psychiatric homes or prisons. The 
census will also make an effort to count the number of homeless and people who are residing in 
Germany illegally. 
 

By the end of this process, officials will have gathered a great deal of data about Germany's 
population - something which in the past has made some people uncomfortable. In 1983, the fear in 
West Germany was so great that opponents of the census won a court injunction to get it stopped. 
This led to a Constitutional Court decision recognizing an individual's right to determine how his or 
her personal information is used. Part of the reason for the hostility towards the census was 
Germany's history - detailed records from two censuses in the 1930s gave the Nazis data they used to 
systematically hunt down and murder millions of Jews. After some changes were made, including a 
pledge that the information gathered would not be passed along to other government agencies, the 
court allowed the census to go ahead in 1987. 
 

The head of the 2011 census commission, Gert Wagner, says this time around citizens can also rest 
assured that the information gathered will not be passed on to third parties. In general there has been 
far less public criticism of the 2011 census compared to 1987, and a court refused to hear a legal 
challenge launched by a group of concerned citizens. 
 

It also seems that the attitude towards a census in general has changed over the years. A 
representative survey conducted by the Hamburg opinion poll firm Eyes and Ears found that, among 
18-29 year olds, 74 percent were in favor of a census, but only 57 percent of those over 50 expressed 
the same opinion. This may be an indication that the younger generation, which has grown up with 
Facebook and other social media, has less of a problem sharing personal information than their 
parents do. 
 

The total cost of the 2011 census is estimated at 710 million euros ($1 billion). That's money well 
spent, according to Egeler of the Federal Statistical Office. 
 

Author: Kay-Alexander Scholz / pfd - Editor: Martin Kuebler  
 

Source:  DW-WORLD.DE 
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READING THE 
RECORDS 

 

Amelia Schiller #211 
 
 

I n the 17th and 18th Centuries, in what is today Germany, 
recording the births, deaths and marriages of the inhabitants of 
the small villages was the duty of the local minister or priest 
who also served the lord of the area. It was his responsibility 
to know the populace and keep track of what was happening. 

 
If you read church records of the same town over a period of years, 
you become aware that when the religious leader was new to the area, 
his recordings contain more detail because he is being careful to 
record meticulously accurate information. As time goes by, he knows 
who is who, and the data entries are terser, since he could verbally fill 
in the details. And now it is your problem to figure out who is who. 
 
This can become a puzzle when very prolific families living in the 
same village give their children the same names. For several years I 
have been researching families named “Jost” who lived across three 
adjacent villages: Dreiweiherhof, Hallgarten and Feil in the territory 
belonging to Pfalz-Zweibrücken. In the early 1600’s, Dreiweiherhof 
was a “Latteria,” a dairy farm that probably supplied milk and other 
dairy products to the residents of the city of Obermoschel, which was 
just down the road a piece. Hallgarten, which the natives pronounce 
as “Helyert,” slightly northeast, had wheat and corn fields. Feil, just 
over the hill from Hallgarten, to the northeast, had the church. But the 
church records of Ebernburg, Altenbamberg and Obermoschel have 
Jost entries as well. The Josts were all over. 
 
It is a challenge to disentangle who is who. For example, when 
Joannes Jost, the son of Joannes Jost, had a son whom he named 
Joannes, the entry does not have notations of Senior, Junior or III. 
Instead, the third Joannes may have VII after his name, indicating that 
there are six others before him in the village, still living, with that 
same name. And by the time he marries, he may be Joannes Jost IV, 
because three earlier Joanneses have died, and everyone moved up a 
few notches. So it is imperative that you have the names of the 
parents attached to the wedding data to know you have the correct 
Joannes. By the time he dies, he may be Joannes I, because the earlier 
ones all have died, but there are still a number of Joannes Josts behind 
him, all with Roman numerals. You need to know his age at his death 
to check against the birth date as an identifier. But you also need to 
know that the numbers change and cannot be used as sole 
identification data. 
 
There are occasions when the Sr.-Jr. entry occurs. If, after his 
marriage, Joannes and his wife have children at the same time his 
father and his wife, (maybe the second or third), are also having 
children, the entry may have Joannes Jost, Jr or Sr. entered behind the 
father’s name to make the distinction. Hopefully the first name of the 
wives isn’t the same. 
 
Why is it taking me so long? It’s a numbers game. Multiply the 
example above. 

mailto:LizLov@optonline.net
http://www.GermanGenealogyGroup.com
http://www.TheGGG.org
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  Thoughts from Jo Ann Schmidt 

W hat really gets me upset, I must say, is the growing popularity of cremations. It is not that I am against cremations, but 
rather the result of this practice which may be the “scattering of ashes” here and there. Now, as a family historian, this 
really throws a proverbial wrench into my cemetery searching! For in the future, when our family looks for clues to 
our lives, there may be no documented final resting place to discover. When it comes to practices surrounding death, 

great changes have been taking place gradually, over the last century. And so, it is my intention to reflect on what our ancestors 
might have considered the normal when the family lost a loved one. 
    
In the 1800s in urban United States cities, the practices following an individual’s death were largely centered on the home. This was 
true in rural settings as well, but the social practices might not have been so formal. Most frequently, the person died at home, and 
wakes were held there as well. To those in the Victorian period, death was a very involved formal process, not an introspective time 
of grief. There was a social regimen that included behavior, dress, and home decoration. It also consisted of some type of 
immortalization of the departed.   
 
In New York City in the 1800’s there was a gentleman, who, among other things, was a social trendsetter. He held the position of 
sexton of the Grace Church in Manhattan and is actually memorialized by a plaque in his honor on the wall in the church. Isaac Hull 
Brown (December 1, 1812- August 21, 1880) knew a great deal about the social, financial, and family lineage of many of the 
inhabitants of Manhattan, and used this information, in part, to assist high society in party planning. Besides planning parties and 
gala events, Mr. Brown was also the person to contact regarding funeral arrangements, which at the time, was also quite a social 
affair. Isaac Brown was available to help the grieving family plan and execute the perfect funeral. The social dictates of the funeral 
event went so far as to have special stationary created with a black border to indicate death, calling cards, funeral announcements or 
invitations. In the case of Isaac Brown’s own services in this regard, he would provide the grieving advice as to the decorations, 
ordering stationary, and he would assist the bereft family in choosing the type of hearse and horses which would be used to bring the 
departed to their final resting place. (In this instance, it is important to note that Mr. Brown owned a carriage business as well.)  The 
selected horses would be decorated with plumes on their heads. Even the details of the size and amount of these feathery adornments 
had to be considered. There were various types of hearse carts, some with heavy glass sides, which also required a thoughtful 
decision of the mourners. 
 
The home had to be made ready for the Funeral event. People utilized a heavy silk material 
known as crape. It seems that the thought was the more crape, the more sense of loss the family 
was experiencing. The crape was tied to the front doorknob or knocker. The entry, mantles and 
picture frames were draped with this heavy black fabric as well. Clocks were stopped at the time 
of the death of the family member to further pay homage to the departed.   
 
In the home, mirrors would be covered, or turned to the wall. There were, and continue to be, 
various superstitions surrounding death. For example, if a person saw their reflection in a mirror 
in the deceased’s home, they would be the next to die. It was also considered bad luck to count 
the number of carriages in a funeral procession, or the counter would be the next to die. (I 
remember a modern version of this superstition that indicates if you count the cars in a funeral 
procession, you will be next…and I always look away when I seen a funeral procession on the 

road. And when I am driving, this dangerous practice 
could prove to be a self-fulfilling prophecy.) 
 
The deceased was prepared for burial and remained in 
the home in the parlor until the funeral was over. 
(Usually three full days and up to a week.) Floral 
displays became more and more popular, with  
symbolic shapes and letters spelling out messages to 
the deceased. The family would accept callers at the 
home. The mourners dressed in a stately and somber 
manner, usually in dark colors. The color red was 
considered disrespectful to wear to the wake or 
funeral. Friends brought food for the grieving family 
so that they would not have to be bothered to prepare meals during this sad period.   
 
 

(continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 
 

The style or fashion of mourning was set out as well. The dresses were solid black without any embellishment or shine. They might 
be trimmed with crape, which had a tendency to become discolored and have an unpleasant odor. This is why the fashion became 
known as “widow’s weeds.” An interesting addition to the outfit, for mourners so inclined, was the weeping veil. The accessories 
were all black and dull. If a person was in full mourning, that might last for a year. After that obligatory mourning period, one might 
wish to “lighten up” for the next half year or so, gradually adding color to the attire. There were some individuals who remained in 
mourning attire for the rest of their lives. The male version of the mourning attire was elimination of shiny buttons and jewelry, and 
wearing a black arm band, often made of crape. 
 

Postmortem photography was also very popular in the 1800s, and pictures remain today of the departed dressed and displayed in 
their coffins. Sometimes the coffin lids had a glass window, and the coffins might be stood upright for the photograph. Jewelry 
which was known as mourning jewelry was available by mail order, where a photo or lock of hair could be incorporated as a 
permanent memento of the loved one.  
   

Now we can fast forward to the present time. Our customs generally involve a Funeral Home, rather than or own home, or a funeral 
parlor, rather than our own parlor, now called a living room.  (No place for a wake!)  The fashions the mourners wear tend to be dark 
hues, but only for a short period of time, certainly not a year. Families do not advertise their loss by marking their doorways, and 
there are no invitations printed for the wake and funeral. There is now a new notion of having an internet funeral, where family and 
friends of the departed can participate “on line.” Couple this new-fangled idea of spreading the ashes into the wind; it seems we have 
taken a whole new route on death practices. So, the next time you attend a wake, don’t wear blue jeans and a reddish shirt, rather don 
your widow’s weeds, weeping veil, or crape armband, and see if you can be like Isaac Hull Brown, setting a new “old” tone for the 
funerals of the new millennium. Most importantly, Be Well. 

Come join us at the GGG Oktoberfest Dinner !  
 

The dinner will be held on Thursday, October 20th at 7:00 pm at The Oak Chalet, a favorite of many.  
 

It is located at: 1949 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY 11710. 516 826-1700  ~ www.oakchalet.net 
 

 

Dinner menu will be: Soup du Jour or Consommé, and a Mixed Salad Plate 
Entrée (choose one) Sauerbraten or Goulash or Weinerschnitzel or Chicken Breast or Filet of Sole or Rou-
laden or Chicken Marsala or Kassler Rippchen .  
Cake, Coffee & Tea 
Beverages are Cash & Carry      
 

The all-inclusive cost is $29.00 per person which includes gratuity, and is due in advance.   
 

Please reserve by October 14th - Seating is limited. Reserve early 
 

 
Name__________________________________________________Name______________________________________________
  
Contact Telephone________________________________   E-Mail: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Number of people attending @ $29.00 ______                        Please indicate who you would like to sit with.   
 

There will be a $2.00 charge for cancellations after Oct. 14 
 

Make your check payable to: GGG 
Mail to:  GGG - c/o  Nancy Dow, P.O. Box 94, West Islip, NY 11795 

Questions?   Email: nanover@optonline.net  ~  Phone: 631 - 587 - 9785 

 

Second Annual Green-Wood Cemetery Crawl 
 

On October 9, 2011 GGG members are invited to a free tour of the Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn. The tour will be led by our 
own Jo Ann Schmidt, avid cemetery enthusiast. Jo Ann will take us on a brand new tour filled with interesting graves and stories. 
 

Green-Wood is a National Historic Landmark. Founded in 1838 as one of America’s first rural cemeteries, the Green-Wood 
Cemetery soon developed an international reputation for its magnificent beauty and became the fashionable place to be buried.  
 

The tour will begin at 11am and last approximately two hours. Good walking shoes are strongly suggested. 
 

We will be meeting at the main gate and the tour will begin no later than 11 o'clock. The main gate is located at 500 25th Street, 
Brooklyn, New York. (near Fifth Avenue.) 
 

In the event of bad weather, the tour will be postponed to October 16, same time and location. 
 

Sign up for the tour at the September or October meeting or email Jo Ann at boopnurse31@yahoo.com to save your spot. 

http://www.oakchalet.net
mailto:nanover@optonline.net
mailto:boopnurse31@yahoo.com
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Guten Appetit!     EXTRA, EXTRA! 
         Read all about it!!!  
 

    Ruth Becker Cipko 

The Program Committee is looking for your input. Please let us hear 
from you with your suggestions for speakers and topics for our monthly 
meetings. You can also send your suggestions to Ruth Cipko via email 
at rebscots@verizon.net or phone her at  718-460-4240.  
                                      

Program Schedule 
 
 

Oct 6 -    “Ellis Island during the Second World War” 
                 Immigrants, Spies, Enemy Aliens and the FBI   
                                            Presenter – Barry Moreno 
 

Nov 3 -    “Minor Coin of the German States”  
   Presenter – Ernest Schmitz 
 

“First timers” Orientation session will be from 7 to 7:30. 
 

Please check at the sign-in desk for flyers or other sign-up sheets for 
upcoming events. 

Bits and Pieces 

Zweibelkuchen  
 

Onion pie 
 

4 thick slices of bacon, diced 
2 cups peeled and chopped yellow onion 
2 eggs, beaten 
1 cup sour cream 
1 tblsp flour 
1/2 tsp salt 
1/4 tsp fresh ground black pepper 
1 9-inch pie shell, unbaked 
 

• Preheat oven to 400 degrees F.   

• Sauté bacon. Drain most of the fat from the pan. Add the 
onions and sauté until clear. Do not brown. Set aside to 
cool.   

• Beat the eggs and sour cream together in a medium-
sized bowl. Sprinkle the flour over the top and beat it in. 
Stir in the salt and pepper.   

• Prick the bottom of the pie shell several times with a 
fork. Spread the onions and bacon over the bottom of the 
pie shell. Pour the sour cream mixture over the top.   

• Bake for 15 minutes. Reduce heat to 350 degrees F and 
bake for another 15 minutes or until pie is nicely 
browned. Serve hot! 

 

Beersoup  
 

4 tablespoons butter  
2 tablespoons flour  
4 cups beer  
Pinch salt  
Pinch nutmeg  
Pinch ginger  
Pinch cinnamon  
4 egg yolks  
1 tablespoon sugar  
1 cup dry white wine  
Grated peel of 1 lemon    

• Melt the butter in a large saucepan. Stirring constantly to 
avoid lumps, gradually blend in the flour and cook over 
moderately low heat until the flour is golden.  

 

• Still stirring, slowly pour in the beer. Add the salt, 
nutmeg, ginger and cinnamon. Simmer gently for 20 
minutes.  

 

• While the beer is simmering, beat the egg yolks well in a 
bowl. Add the sugar, then beat in the white wine and the 
grated lemon peel  

 

• Drop by drop, beat 1/4 cup of the hot beer into the egg 
mixture. Gently stir the egg and beer mixture into the 
remaining hot beer.  

 

• Heat through, making sure the soup remains below the 
simmering point.  

 

• Taste and correct seasoning, if necessary.  

DID YOU KNOW? - Free photo editing online is available at      
http://www.citrify.com/ where your uploaded photos can be tweaked 
with nifty effects like teeth-whitening and wrinkle-removing.        
http://pixorial.com/#home provides free video online editing and up to 
10 gigabytes of free storage. 

GOOGLE NEWSPAPERS - Google has a collection of archived 
newspapers from across the country. Take a look! ~ Barbara DeOliveira 
http://news.google.com/newspapers 

CONNETQUOT PUBLIC LIBRARY LECTURE - A German 
genealogy lecture will be held at the Connetquot Public Library on 
Wednesday, October 19, 2011, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  
Richard Haberstroh, an accredited genealogist and 
author of The German Churches of Metropolitan New 
York, will speak on how you can trace your family back to 
Germany. This program is free and open to all. The library 
is located at 760 Ocean Avenue in Bohemia. For more 
information call 631-567-5079 or visit www.connetquotlibrary.org 

Mouse Browse 
 

If you have a mouse with a scroll wheel on it, here’s a cool trick. Try 
Holding the Shift Key on your keyboard and then spin the mouse wheel. 
In both Internet Explorer and Mozilla Firefox you’ll go forward or back a 
page depending on which way you spun the wheel! How cool is that?  

DIRECTORIES - Looking for an old Directory? You might find it  
here. Scroll down the page to see what is available. ~ Joan Griffis  

http://olddirectorysearch.com/New_York_City__New_York_1786/index.html 

MILITARY HEADSTONES - Where do our military headstones come 
from? Click on the link below, turn up your sound, and watch this very 
interesting 5 minute video. ~ Anthony Di Marino 

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7367662n  

mailto:rebscots@verizon.net
http://www.citrify.com/
http://pixorial.com/#home
http://news.google.com/newspapers
http://www.connetquotlibrary.org
http://olddirectorysearch.com/New_York_City__New_York_1786/index.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7367662n
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MAINE - Maine State Archives http://maine.gov/portal/facts_history/genealogy.html A new “Archives 
Interactive” feature lets you search to see if the record you want is in the collection, then click to order a copy. 
More searchable indexes cover marriages (1892 to 1996, with a gap from 1967 to 1976) and deaths (1960 to 
1996).  
 

Maine Memory Network http://www.mainememory.net/ This lovely site aims to be “Maine’s statewide digital museum.” It 
includes a community heritage project and a comprehensive guide to Maine’s history that draws on more than 200 organizations and 
archives statewide.  
 

MARYLAND - Archives of Maryland Online http://aomol.net/html/index.html Land records here date from 1658. You’ll also 
find probate records as well as service records from the Revolution and Civil War (both sides). Don’t miss the Early State Records 
link, which includes digitized microfilm of newspaper pages, not all of them “early.”  
 

Western Maryland Historical Library  http://whilbr.org/  Digitized coverage includes the Civil War in Maryland, city and county 
directories, tax rolls and even old scrapbooks. 
 

MASSACHUSETTS - Massachusetts Archives http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcidx.htm  This site offers indexes to birth, 
marriage and death records from 1841 to 1910, plus an ongoing project to index more than 1 million immigrants who came through 
the Port of Boston between 1848 and 1891. 
 

PENNSYLVANIA - Pennsylvania State Archives  http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp  Perhaps ironically for the 
state Quakers founded, the highlights of the Archives Records Information Access System here are military records. You can 
research many Pennsylvania soldiers from the Revolutionary War to the Spanish-American War, plus WWI medal applications. 
 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania   http://www.hsp.org/  Although not strictly genealogical, this site nonetheless has plenty to 
offer, including several exhibits covering a range of topics, from the immigrant experience to ethnic wedding traditions to leading 
abolitionists. A wealth of catalogs and finding aids will lead you to the right stuff in the society’s non-digitized collections. 
 

RHODE ISLAND - Rhode Island Historical Society  http://rihs.org/  Search the catalog, or get up to speed on Rhode Island 
genealogy with the in-depth research guides found at http://rihs.org/refservices.htm  Also check out the link to the in-progress 
Rhode Island Historical Cemeteries website http://rihc.info/  where you can search or browse cemetery records. 
 

1935 BUSINESS SCHEDULES - Go to http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1935-business-roll-lists.html for information 
on how to purchase or view at NARA (National Archives) 1935 Census of Business Roll Lists. These rolls cover many states and 
cover six different business categories. ~ Barbara DeOliveira  
 

BOOKS - Books We Own is a list of resources owned/accessed by individuals who are willing to look up genealogical information 
and e-mail or snail mail it to others who request it. This is a free service - volunteers may ask for reimbursement of copies and 
postage if information is provided via snail-mail. http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bwo/ 
 

ILLINOIS - Cook County online resources include birth/marriage/death certificates. The records are not free and will be charged to 
your credit card. Once you pay for the record you want, you will be able to view the original record on your computer. The image 
may also be downloaded and saved to your hard drive. http://www.cookcountygenealogy.com/Default.aspx 
 

LAND RECORDS - This site provides live access to Federal land conveyance records for the Public Land States, including image 
access to more than five million Federal land title records issued between 1820 and the present. There are also have images related to 
survey plats and field notes, dating back to 1810. http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/ 
 

CEMETERY APP - This specialized camera app helps contributors easily capture photos of the headstones in any cemetery and 
upload them to the BillionGraves.com database. The app constantly updates the photo location data while you are moving from 
grave marker to marker. The result is that each image includes specific location data which shows where each grave is located. 
Once the photos are published online, fellow family historians and genealogists can help transcribe the information from the 
headstones, making it easy to search. By using the iPhone’s location services, even when descendants are half a world away, they 
can see cemetery information, view the actual headstones, and know exactly where those headstones are.   
http://www.ilikeapp.cc/437939495 
 

GOOGLE BOOKS - Google has formed partnerships with many of the great libraries of Europe, including the Czech National 
Library, the Austrian National Library, the Bavarian State Library, and the Oxford University Library. To date, about 150,000 books 
worldwide from the 16th and 17th centuries, and another 450,000 from the 18th century have been scanned. To read more: 
http://booksearch.blogspot.com/2011/05/books-from-16th-and-17th-centuries-now.html  ~ Barbara DeOliveira 
 

VITAL RECORDS  - This web site outlines the availability of birth and death records for all of the states.  It indicates for each state 
when, if at all, these records are available to the public.  The web site itself is an effort to urge Pennsylvania legislators to open that 
state's death records after 50 years. ~ Mark Waldron  http://users.rcn.com/timarg/PaHR-Access-statesall.htm 
 

Do you have an interesting or helpful website to share?  
Email it to the Editor and it will be included in an upcoming newsletter. LizLov@optonline.net 

http://maine.gov/portal/facts_history/genealogy.html
http://www.mainememory.net/
http://aomol.net/html/index.html
http://whilbr.org/
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcidx.htm
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp
http://www.hsp.org/
http://rihs.org/
http://rihs.org/refservices.htm
http://rihc.info/
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1935-business-roll-lists.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bwo/
http://www.cookcountygenealogy.com/Default.aspx
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
http://www.ilikeapp.cc/437939495
http://booksearch.blogspot.com/2011/05/books-from-16th-and-17th-centuries-now.html
http://users.rcn.com/timarg/PaHR-Access-statesall.htm
mailto:LizLov@optonline.net
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Linda Heelan 

50/50 winner: John Schnakenberg 

The September meeting, was held September 1, 2011 at the VFW Hall, 320 South Broadway, Hicksville, Long Island, 
with 109 members and guests in attendance.  

 

Donald Eckerle welcomed all to the first meeting of the season and invited all to our next GGG dinner which will be at the Oak Chalet, 
Bellmore at 7 pm October 20, 2011. Use the form in the newsletter or contact Nancy Dow. (See page 4) 
 

Our website has changed servers and the move took longer than expected but we added 1868-1898 Manhattan deaths with an additional 
657,795 records, marriages for Queens grooms 1905-1907 and Bronx grooms 1898-1907, 17,000 records, Births 1908-1909 as well as 
1880-1900 Kings and Manhattan births, 1,498,000 records. 
 

Art Sniffin added that Ancestry will have the 1940 census free from April 2012 on. JoAnn Schmidt announced the second annual 
Cemetery Crawl at Greenwood Cemetery, October 9, 2011. (See page 4) Carol Proven will be giving her “Who am I, Introduction to 
Genealogy” course in genealogy at St. Joseph’s College October 4, 11, 18, 25, $48 and an FamilyTreeMaker class. Please contact Carol 
at flwladi@aol.com. 
 

Ruth Cipko introduced Meldon Wolfgang, author, lecturer and founder of Jonathan 
Sheppard books. Meldon has been an active family historian for nearly 50 years and 
has written genealogy columns in the New York State Archives Quarterly since 2005. 
He has served in the Peace Corps, worked as a teacher, served as a state and local 
administrator, a public library trustee, as president of a large library system board, 
and advisor to the country’s first government archives. 
 

Mel initiated his talk, Tips on Becoming a “Digital Ahnenforscher,” with a 
provocative question, ‘How many of you consider yourself fluent in German?’ Very 
few hands answered the call. The second question, ‘How many feel that you could do 
better German research if you were?’ caused most hands to be raised. ‘For free?’ 
brought a unanimous response. 
 

Reading German, using German characters and umlauts in correspondence, and 
knowing where to look are common complaints and road blocks that discourage. But 
not to worry, Mel has solutions, read on. 
 

Typing in German is difficult without a German keyboard; the umlauts and special character like ‘ettsett’ or double s are not available but 
http://copypastecharacter.com to the rescue! Simply hover over the needed character, left-click then insert it with a right click and 
paste! This is especially helpful when writing to an archive, church or searching on some German language sites. (There are other useful 
symbols included like fractions, music notations, etc., too.) 
 

But what about exploring German websites if you have no idea what you are looking at? There are a number of foreign language 
translators on the web that vary greatly in quality, from Yahoo’s Altavista, one of the original online translators, to Google language tools 
which learns from users corrections. Most are limited to translating paragraphs. Copy the text from a document into the translator, choose 
languages and “voila.” But this may not be adequate in all cases, as the translation is word for word or you need an entire page translated. 
(Hint: have two browsers open to facilitate the process, one of which is Google Chrome with the Google translator extension installed, 
see page for further info.) 
 

Okay, you say, I need to translate handwritten documents, now what? www.suetterlinschrift.de to the rescue. Learn all about how this 
script works along with tips and tricks on deciphering the old script. You can also type your name and see it in ‘Sütterlin’ however, if you 
really want to delve into different scripts Brigham Young University at http://script.byu.edu has free script tutorials which shows the 
letter being formed, lessons and tests. 
 

Now that we have tools to deal with the results of our search, instead of searching for a name, search for a place of origin to filter your 
surname results. Using http://postleitzahl.org will allow you to find adjoining communities and thus widen your searching abilities. 
Now a search of dastelefonbuch is more specific, using the postal code as a guide. Another avenue is to google ‘geogen’ and use the 
surname distribution map. Other useful sites are http://www.genealogienetz.de/genealogy.html, a portal to other sites as well as digibib 
or digital library where searches lead to available found text and where in a few moments a found text is available – whether online, via 
document delivery in a library or at an online bookseller. 
 

We thank Mel for his enthusiastic delivery and unbounded knowledge that kept our attention at all times, making me want to try his 
advice out immediately. There is simply too much to convey, you just had to be there! 

A four-page handout in PDF is available for Meldon’s presentation.  
E-mail GermanGenealogy@optonline to request a copy.    

mailto:flwladi@aol.com
http://copypastecharacter.com
http://www.suetterlinschrift.de
http://script.byu.edu
http://postleitzahl.org
http://www.genealogienetz.de/genealogy.html


German Genealogy Group 

October 2011 - page 8 

Kaffeeklatsch 
 

I n between lunch and dinner, there is traditionally a short break for a social gathering around a piece of cake or two and a hot 
steaming cup of coffee or tea. This ritual is referred to as Kaffee und Kuchen, Kaffeetrinken, or Kaffeeklatsch. These days, it is 
still quite common to get together with friends and family on Sunday afternoon between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. to share some cake 
and good conversation. 

 
Whether the gathering takes place at someone’s home or in a café or a confectionary shop, this tradition is a long-standing one in 
Germany. Records show that cakes have been baked in Germany for some 400 years. 
 
A good number of German cakes have achieved international popularity. Some of the most 
popular tortes are also among the most elaborate. The Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte (Black 
Forest cake) is a chocolate layer cake filled with whipped cream and Kirschwasser-soaked 
cherries and decorated with whipped cream, chocolate shavings, and cherries. 
 
The Frankfurter Kranz is a white bundt cake layered with buttercream and sometimes also a 
red jam. The exterior is covered in buttercream and candied nuts before being adorned with 
cherries. Other people favor cheese cakes and cream cakes for special occasions. The most 
delightfully named cake would have to be the Bienenstich (bee sting cake), which refers to 
its honey and nut topping. 
 
Despite its popularity in the US, the so-called German Chocolate Cake with its nutty 
coconut topping is, however, not a German cake. Invented by a woman in Texas in 1957, 
the cake takes its name from German’s Sweet Chocolate, a chocolate created by an 
American baker named Samuel German in 1852. 
 
On average, German cakes tend to have more butter and less sugar than their American counterparts. Lighter treats such as a simple 
sponge cake topped with fresh fruit or a Bundt cake, known as Gugelhupf, are often served with a healthy dollop of lightly sweetened 
whipped cream. A yeast dough sheet cake can be simply baked with butter, sugar and almonds or more elaborately topped with fruit 
and either streusel or meringue. These are also sometimes filled with pudding or Quark, a German fresh cheese. Summer is the perfect 
time for tortes and cakes made with seasonal fruits ranging from red currants and gooseberries to strawberries, blueberries and rhubarb. 
 
German-American immigrants most certainly brought their traditional cake recipes with them. That words such as kaffeeklatsch or 
coffee klatsch, streusel, and strudel exist in the American-English dictionaries attributes to the importance of their cake-baking 
tradition in the US. 
 
While cake is sometimes served as an after-dinner dessert in the US, this is rarely considered in Germany. Dessert in Germany is more 
often served in a bowl and would include dishes like pudding, sweetened Quark with fruit, stewed fruit, or ice cream. 
 
The Saxons are known not only for their cake-baking talents, but also for their love of coffee. Coffee arrived in Germany in the 17th 
century, and the city of Leipzig’s first coffee house opened in 1694. The coffee houses of Leipzig provided an important venue for the 
economic, cultural and political discussions of this important trade and publishing city. 
 
Even composer Johann Sebastian Bach, who served as cantor of the St. Thomas Church in Leipzig in the mid-18th century, made 
coffee the main topic of the cantata Be quiet, stop chattering, which became popularly known as the Coffee Cantata (BWV 211). The 
text, from the poet Christian Friedrich Henrici (aka Picander), tells the story of a father who is trying to break his daughter’s habit of 
drinking coffee. Finally, she agrees to give up coffee in return for being allowed to marry but secretly intends to land a husband who 
will support her coffee habit. 

In his 1889 drawing "Haushaltspolitik" (Household Politics), C.W. Allers depicted a 
"Kaffeekränzchen." Since women were not allowed in the coffee houses, they began 
organizing private Kaffeekränzchen, or coffee parties, in their own homes. This new 
movement soon spread from Leipzig and Hamburg to the rest of Germany. In the 20th 
century, women finally gained unrestricted access to the public coffee houses. 
 
The Saxons left behind a few more coffee-related legacies. Blümchenkaffee, a German 
word to describe the much loathed weak coffee served to save money or when the 
supply ran low, is one. The literal translation is “flower coffee” which refers to the fact 
that while drinking a cup of weak coffee, one can even see the flowers painted at the 
bottom of the cup. The other, is the coffee filter. This was invented by Melitta Bentz of 
Dresden in 1908, when she poked holes in a bottom of a pot, covered it with blotting 
paper, and added coffee grinds and boiling water. This method became extremely 
popular at the next trade fair in Leipzig. 
 
With an annual per capita consumption of 148 liters per year, Germans drink more 
coffee than any other beverage, according to the German Coffee Association.   
 

(continued on page 9) 

The Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte is made 
with Kirschwasser, or cherry brandy, 

which is produced in the Black Forest.  
(© picture-alliance / dpa)  

In his 1889 drawing 
"Haushaltspolitik" (Household Politics), C.W. 
Allers depicted a "Kaffeekränzchen."  
(© picture-alliance  
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(continued from page 8) 
 

Tea Culture of Northern Germany 
Not everyone takes coffee with their cake, and some areas of Germany have 
long-standing preference for tea. Tea was sold in the Apotheke, or 
apothecary, as a medicine beginning in the 17th century. In the 18th century 
tea imports increased in Northern German cities, especially in Hamburg and 
Bremen. 
 
Today, a quarter of the tea imported in Germany is consumed in the 
sparsely populated East Friesland region in the state of Niedersachsen, 
where the per capita rate of consumption is on par with that of England. 
The tea time traditions – including the delectable cakes and cookies – 
which became en vogue in the 19th century still have many followers in 
this part of the country, where it is known as the East Friesland tea culture. 
 
According to tradition, a piece of rock sugar is place at the bottom of the 
tea cup, which will crack when hot tea is added. Then a spoonful of rich, 
sweet cream is added to the side of the cup, which creates a little “cloud” in 
the tea. Stirring is strictly forbidden, as it is said that the unstirred cup 
allows one to taste all three elements of the tea.  
 

Source:  The Week in Germany 

This modern-day tea service includes a timer to achieve 
the perfect steeping of the tea.  

(© picture-alliance/ dpa/dpaweb )  

Note from Joan Griffis #2053 
 

As a genealogy columnist I just received information on 
a conference to be held next year in Illinois and decided 
to check the Web site of the society, OSTFRIESEN 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA. 
Ostfriesland area is now north-western Germany.  
 
The society has an interesting site, but the main interest 
could be the free sample newsletter that is offered there. 
I just printed the 32 pages of interesting information; 
even has a recipe and some queries. 
 
I think members of GGG would like to get the free copy 
(PDF  format) even if they do not have ancestors from 
there. Check it out. 
 

 

http://www.ogsa.us/ 

Indiana University 
 

A national program is helping Taylor University establish a massive 
online archive. Hundreds of alumni magazines, yearbooks and course 
catalogs have been digitized through the Sloan Foundation-supported 
LYRASIS Mass Digitization Collaborative.  
 

See the growing collection at www.archive.org/details/tayloruniversity 
So far, the collection includes Taylor yearbooks (the oldest dating back to 
1898), Taylor alumni magazines (the oldest dating back to 1963), and will 
soon include the academic course catalogs (the oldest from 1855, just nine 
years after the institution’s founding). 
 

The alumni magazine includes hundreds of stories of alumni, students, 
faculty and staff members while the course catalogs provide a timeline of 
the growth of Taylor’s educational opportunities as well as a list of all 
students in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, which can provide 
information for genealogical researchers. 

 

Contributed by Barbara DeOliveira 

Have you visited our website lately? 

 

www.GermanGenealogyGroup.com  
or www.TheGGG.org 

 
If you checked the databases in the past but haven’t been back recently, additional records have been added 
which might turn up the people you are looking for. 
  

Births - Kings and Manhattan 1880-1900 = 602,302 records 
Births - all boroughs  1908-1909 = 257,099 records 

Marriages Queens grooms 1905-1907 = 3,991 records 
Marriages Bronx Grooms 1898-1907 = 13,728 records 

Deaths - Manhattan 1868-1890 = 657,795 records 
 

Total = 1,534,915 records 

http://www.ogsa.us/
http://www.archive.org/details/tayloruniversity
http://www.GermanGenealogyGroup.com
http://www.TheGGG.org
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A Letter From Germany 
 
Werdohl 3 Nov. 50  
My dear Linchen! 

 

You will say, lazy Alma doesn't write and right you are, but today, come what will - I'm going to answer your letter of 21 Sept. 
and to thank you for it with all my heart. We all have been very glad to hear from you again, you are the most reliable of us in 
writing letters, and I am very happy that having so much work to do you still find time for me. I would have liked to answer 
immediately but listen what kept me from doing it. 
 

After our trip I had so much wash to do. 
Benno and Annemarie went to work while 
we were away, and they could only do the 
most necessary household things, the rest 
was left undone. So at first I had to do all 
the washing, and what took most of the time 
was mending because everything was torn. I 
even brought extra work with me that 
Kätchen didn't finish. I'm knitting many 
stockings, trousers, jackets and pullovers for 
the children, for the grown ups (adults) too. 
At first I had spun wool for strangers. I 
didn't take money from them for it, instead 
they let me keep half of the wool. So I spun 
half nights through and finally I had spun so 
much that I was able to knit for everybody 
for the cold days coming., 
 

Now I'll refer to your dear parcel again, the 
white shoes you sent fit Annemarie 
perfectly. Because she thought they were 
meant for the wedding she put them aside 
reluctantly. You should have seen her jump 
in the air with joy when she read in your 
letter that you would send her another pair 
of shoes for her wedding! Then she instantly 
put them on and walked around in them proudly. 
 

You wrote Kätchen looks like Gerdi, my mother said so too, even when they were small children. Yes, and it really is a shame 
that we live so far apart from each other. You know, Linchen, I could help you so much and look after your things as Kätchen 
has always been a business person and had to leave all the household work for me to do. Now you can imagine how hard it is for 
her to have to live under such primitive conditions now. She and her husband try their best to return to their previous professions 
but times are too bad, and it will remain a wishful thinking and a dream. Benno too cannot work in his profession and is 
unhappy that he can't do the same work he did at home. To survive he has to take what he can get and hopes for better times to 
come. You ask whether he is collecting stamps again, that made him sad because he had to leave his beautiful collection at 
Gdansk, and we don't know what happened to it, whether it was destroyed or belongs now to someone else. He doesn't want to 
go back to stamp collecting, his heart would hurt too much. 
 

Annemarie is the happiest of us because she got so many nice things from you and is able to dress now neatly. She and her love 
are very happy, both are working much and put aside most of the money to get all things together for getting married, which 
they hope will be in May. Now I want to write to you about the many visitors we had lately. We have always been the family's 
center for all the relatives. This summer the railway company charged refugees 50% less for visits or trips to relatives and graves 
because all families are torn apart. That's how a cousin from Rehaag's family visited us who lives in Hamelin with her daughter 
and whose husband died in war. She is 72 years old, but dared to travel alone to visit us. Our joy to meet after such a hurtful 
separation was great and we couldn't stop talking. Then there are a few nieces - you would cry if you saw how miserable they 
live, they are 34, 32 and 38 years old but look like women of 60 with their trunks caved in and their backs bent. 
 

My own sorrows, need and pain are big enough, but there I had to give. I gave them so many things you sent, and I know how 
true the words are "We do not give because we have, we have because we give." In your second to last letter you asked whether 
we celebrate Mother's Day here - Oh, yes, this year it was especially sad. Our dear Omchen (grandma), the center of our family 
lies out there in the graveyard, we went there and stayed the whole afternoon. You got so many nice things from your children? I 
share your joy because your children are all around you. These days you live in perpetual fear of losing them. Why do there 
always have to be wars, the world would be such a beautiful place if there were peace. 
 

 

(continued on page 11) 
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(continued from page 10) 
 
We are very happy that the French are against a Germany in weapons and we would be glad if the French were strong enough to 
keep the Russians off our backs because I don't want to live through that again. And Benno had to "taste" the Russians for 6 long 
years, that is where he got his bad cough from, "Iwan" was to blame for that. May God prevent our children to go through that (to 
meet the Russians). 
 

I'm sorry that Maggie had to die, she was so much younger than I and would have enjoyed to live with their children who are all 
married now. She had quite a good life, but the saying goes: "When suffering ends, then death comes." God knows when death will 
knock on our door. When this happens, all family members will reunite. 
 

Gertie Himrod feels better now, that sounds fine, if you talk to her on the phone please give her my heartfelt regards. My mother 
often told us how the two Gerties quarreled over which one of them would be allowed to sleep the last night at Tante Anna's who left 
for America - and now she (Gertie) has to sleep there all alone in her small grave. 
 

You know, Linchen, I still didn't overcome the pain of separation. The window sill stays empty and there are days I want to leave 
everything and run to the graveyard because of my homesickness. Now mother has been dead for nearly one year and for the second 
time there will be Christmas without her. Yes, Christmas is coming so fast and I still have so much to knit because everybody must 
have a little present. My husband has two unmarried sisters, 70 + 65 years old, in the Russian Zone, who don't have a good life. And 
in a letter they asked for an old wool jacket once belonging to my mother, they said they were freezing so much. Mother had one, but 
is in such a bad condition, no bum would pick it up if he found it. The sorrow for them gives me a headache now. I would love to 
knit them a jacket, but I don't have enough wool. 
 

Ach, still another point I wanted to write about: Do you remember that we have an aunt, named Theresa Rautenberg. In January they 
have their golden wedding anniversary and live in a Berlin suburb. If I were not so scared of the Russians I would try to get a free 
ticket, but at the Russian Zone borders the weirdest things happen. 
 

Now, Linchen, I want to know much about your dear husband and little Kennet ((is that you, Kenneth? )) as well as about Harald and 
Richard. Richard, you know resembles my Benno, how old is he by the way? Benno is 29 years old. I would be happy if he started 
looking for a wife, but he just doesn't find the time. I'm afraid he'll become an old bachelor, and this would be 
a drag. Now, my "Golden girl," I will close this letter, Benno will come home from work soon crying "hunger" while still on the 
stairwell. Now I greet you and kiss you and your whole family and remain heartily your cousin. 
 
Alma and family 

Contributed by Ken Bausert    

Railroad Retirement 
Board Records Available 
at the National Archives, 
Southeast Region/Atlanta 

 
Records from the Railroad Retirement Board are 
now available at the National Archives, Southeast 
Region/Atlanta in Morrow.  
 

The board was founded in 1936 and its records 
include applications that provide a retiree's career 
history, date and place of birth, parents, spouse 
and children. These records represent railroad 
retirees from all over the U.S., not just the 
Southeast, and were brought to Morrow from the 
Chicago headquarters of the board. 
 

To have a file pulled for research, you must 
supply the person's full name, date of birth and, if 
possible, Social Security number. The records date 
from the 1930s through the 1960s. Sensitive 
information on any living person is redacted.  
 

Visit the US Railroad Retirement Board  website 
for additional information.   

http://www.rrb.gov/mep/genealogy.asp 
 

Source: Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter 

Surname List Update 
 
The Surname List  now includes 2983 surname entries. 

Adam(s) 
Bassenhorst 
Bast 
Beeson 
Bindrum 
Blaz 
Brugger 
Burke 
Cohrs 
Desch 
Elz 
Engel 
Fick 
Fleckenstein 
Friese 
Frisbee 
Fröh 
Geisler 
Göbel/Goebel 
Grabowski 
Guckert 
Hartmann 

Hashagen 
Heillmann 
Heinemann 
Hessen 
Hoffman 
H?bner 
Hudtwalcker 
Janes 
Joel 
Kaiser 
Kass 
Kaufman 
Kehlbeck 
Klein 
Konff 
Kunisch 
Lange 
Lautenschlager 
Lindner 
Lobitz 
Lutz 
Mages 

Moyer 
Newbeck/Neubeck 
Oberle 
Oestreicher 
Rau 
Reppert 
Rudolph 
Schaedel 
Schamerloh 
Schoendorf 
Schulte(n) 
Schulz 
Stahmann 
Steyerrt 
Thiel 
Trost 
Vietz 
Voelger 
Von Der Sand 
Wilkins 

http://www.rrb.gov/mep/genealogy.asp
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ANGELS IN THE GATE:  NEW YORK STATE  

                 AND THE GENERAL SLOCUM DISASTER 
 

       By Karen T. Lamberton 
 
Karen T. Lamberton says that her purpose in writing this book is to create a living memorial to those New Yorkers who 
perished when the General Slocum sank on June 15, 1904. The book is also a source of information which will link us to 
this tragedy. 
 
The author does this very successfully by documenting the stories of over 50 members of the surviving families along with 
some photos and genealogy charts. Some of the family members were part of the rescue attempt, or were witnesses to the 
death to one or more of their family. Some also witnessed the miraculous rescue of a baby. 
 
In addition to the individual stories there is a complete listing of victims and survivors as well as references to all the New 
York City data that is available. 
 
The book is available for loan at the GGG library 
Soft cover, 385 pages, including appendix and illustrations. ISBN 0-7884-3827-1  Published by Heritage Books.  
Available at www.HeritageBooks.com 
 
GGG Book #289 

Reviewed by Ann Thibadeau  

 What Did They Mean By That? : A dictionary of historical and 
genealogical terms old and new  

 

by Paul Drake 
 
The subtitle of this reference work states succinctly the scope and contents of the book: a large 
compilation of phrases, terms and words from early American records of all kinds, familiar to people 
of that time but long since lost as American English has changed and developed. Also included are 
several modern terms not readily available in more standard contemporary dictionaries. 
 
A few examples of terms defined should suffice to give some sense of the dictionary's content:  
 
"fontanage: a knot of ribbons on the top of the hat, e.g. "By 1800, the fontanage was no longer 
considered stylish in the American colonies." 
 
"salamander: unlike now, a medium to long handled, flat piece of iron, heated to high temperature and held over any 
cooling food where the top is to be seared or browned, e.g. 'The cook used the salamander to brown the top pie crust after 
the filling had cooked.' " 
 
"voider, dish basket: a deep basket, usually of wicker, into which the dishes and eating utensils were placed as they were 
cleared from a table: e.g. "'Voiders were uncommon in poor households.' " 
 
As a quick reference tool of early American terminology mystifying to those pursuing this area of genealogical and familial 
history research, or as a quick read to discover quaint terms from times gone by, the book may be well recommended. The 
book loses significant value, however, in that the author gives little and no citations as where these terms were found, nor 
their origin and development. For those interested in these kinds of studies, other reference works must be sought.  
 
Published by Heritage Books, Westminster, MD (100 Railroad Ave.  #104) (www.HeritageBooks.com), 2008. -- xiv, 335 
p.: illustrations; 23 cm. -- ISBN: 9780788471698 (pap.): $36; 9780788425004 (cloth) - Soft cover 
 

GGG Book # 285 
 Reviewed by John Felbinger 

Librarian, Columbia University 

http://www.HeritageBooks.com
http://www.HeritageBooks.com)
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2690 Sebek, Karen, Wheelers Hill, Victoria, Australia 
2695 Weaver, Richard, Lovettsville, VA 
2696 Minns, Jacqueline, Harrington Park, New South Wales, Australia 
2697 Oehrle, Kenneth F., Pawcatuck, CT 
2698 Schramm, George, Ronkonkoma, NY 
2699 Zimmerman, William, Sunnyside, NY 
2700 Shaw, Christopher, APO, AE, NY 
2701 Herr, Sharon, Ada, OH  Gift 
2702 James, Toni L., Albany, OR 
2703 Malchow, William & Patricia, Wantagh, NY 
2704 Mangold-Ottman, Annika E., Flushing, NY 
2705 Private 
2706 Fleischer, Dolores, Port St. Lucie, FL 
2707 Bentley, Susanne, Port St. Lucie, FL 
2708 Uber, Pat J., N. Ridgeville, OH 
2709 Snyder, Edith, Valentine, NE 
2710 Fanning, Jane, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 
2711 Huscher, Marcia, Sebastian, FL  

  
9 
8 
0 

 
M 
E 
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B 
E 
R 
S 

 

Date:  __________________           New Member_____  Renewal_____  Gift from_______________________________________ 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
               (Last)                                            (First)                            (MI)                                          (Please print plainly) 
Address  Street________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                      (if new address, please check box) 
City__________________________________________________________State_________Zip__________________-__________ 
 
Telephone:  (_______)__________________________     Email:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Dues: $15.00 for 12 months    Please make check payable to:   German Genealogy Group or GGG 
           $25.00 foreign for postal mail newsletter Mail to:   German Genealogy Group, PO Box  1004, Kings Park, NY. 11754 
           $15.00 foreign for email newsletter                         
 

CD/Book Library Donation $ _________                                                                                       
                   
  **Your name and state  may be published in the newsletter  unless requested to be omitted.                                                      Check to omit**     
                                                                                                

                              The GGG is a tax-exempt organization. Contributions to the GGG, Inc. are tax deductible.   
 

               Send me a sample of the newsletter via email in pdf format.      

Recommended by: ______________________________________ 

Membership Application German Genealogy Group 

nl 

1940 Federal Census 
 
PROVO, UTAH (August 17, 2011) - Ancestry.com, the world’s largest online family history resource, today announced that both the 
images and indexes to the 1940 U.S. Federal Census will be made free to search, browse, and explore in the United States when this 
important collection commences streaming onto the website in mid-April 2012. 
 

When complete, more than 3.8 million original document images containing 130 million plus records will be available to search by more 
than 45 fields, including name, gender, race, street address, county and state, and parents’ places of birth. It will be Ancestry.com’s most 
comprehensively indexed set of historical records to date.  
 

Ancestry.com is committing to make the 1940 Census free from release through to the end of 2013, and by doing so hopes to help more 
people get started exploring their family history. As this census will be the most recent to be made publicly available, it represents the 
best chance for those new to family history to make that all-important first discovery. 

“Who Are You?  
An Introduction to Genealogy”  

Saint Joseph’s College 
 

There will be 4 classes, which will meet: Tuesday 
evenings October 4, 11, 18, 25, 2011  

7:00-8:30 p.m.  
Room W304  

Instructor – Carol Proven  
at the Patchogue campus.  

 

To register call JoAnne Petrone at 631 687-1244  
no later than September 30.  

_________________________________ 
 

“Get the Most Out of Your  
Family Tree Maker Program”  

  

Class will meet: Tuesday - November 1, 2011  
7:00 to 9:00 pm  

Room W304  
Instructor – Carol Proven  
at the Patchogue campus.  



German Genealogy Group Newsletter 
PO Box 1004 
Kings Park, NY 11754 
 
Address Service Requested 

 

 Don’t forget to renew 
your membership! 

            The German Genealogy Group will hold its next monthly meeting on Thursday, October 6th at the  
 

Hicksville VFW, 320 South Broadway (Route 107), Hicksville, NY       

Orientation session will start at 7 PM for beginners and newcomers.  
The regular meeting will start at 7:30. Building opens at 6:30. 

 

The topic of this month’s meeting will be  —   “Ellis Island during the Second World War” 
                          Immigrants, Spies, Enemy Aliens and the FBI   
 

                                                 Presenter – Barry Moreno   
 


