Welcome to Virtual Banat!
Fe Banatis the historical province lying in the sowhstern extremity of the territorial entity called
Mitteleuropa.

- The area of Banat, squasech aped, has the following natural boi
| Tisa River in the west, and the Danubehe south; its eastern border is a route that crosses the

| Southern Carpathians in the west and the Western Carpathians in the south.

| Banat covers an area of 28,526°%kmihich today is divided into three regions. The largest of them,

about two thirds, Hengs to Romania (18,966 Knone third belongs to Serbia, and a small part, 284

k2 belongs to Hungary. From the administrative

as follows:
First-time events in Banat

100271 The first monastery on the territory of presdaly Romania was at Morisena (todagnad Village, Timis County). Its patron
saint was St. John the Baptist and it was a monastery of Orthodox monks.

10307 The first school on the current Romanian territwas opened a&enad(Timis County). The teaching language was Latin.
About 11797 the Abbey algris, founded by the Cistercian monks of the Pontigny
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e [1]Banat is the historical province lying in the seatistern extremity of the territorial entity called

Mitteleuropa.

- The area of Banat, squaskgp e d, has t he following natural bord
Tisa River in the west, and the Danube in the south; its eastern border is a route that crosses the
Southern Carpathians in the west and the Western Carpathians in the south.

Banat overs an area of 28,526 kmvhich today is divided into three regions. The largest of them,

about two thirds, belongs to Romania (18,966)kiwne third belongs to Serbia, and a small part, 284

km’® belongs to Hungary. From the administrative point of viev

In Romania:

-t he whole Timik County

-Caraeverin County, except for BtuSar, Bucovae Cornikoru and
-Arad County, only the area south of the Murek River
-Mehedi nSi County, only Baia Nout, Dubova, Ei bent halatsank ek el ni

disappeared under the Iron Gate reservoir.
- Hunedoar&Countyi St 1 ci va and Poj oga

In Serbia:

- the part of Vojvodina situated east of the Tisa
- North Banat District (Severni Banat in Serbian) (except for Ada, Senta and Kanjiza municipalities, located e west §f the Tisa
- Central Banat District (Sredrifianat in Serbian)
-Sout h Banat District (Jugni Banat i n Serbian)
In central Serbia:
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-Pan] eval ki Rit, the area that forms the part of Padil ul a
metropolitan area

In Hungary:

- a small part of the Csongré&dunty comitatu3, namely the area located in the southern angle formed by the Tisa and the
Murek, as far as the state border with Romania and Serbia

Brief Historic Presentation

After the repression of the 1848 revolutjon order to reward the devoted Serbians who sided with the Imperial authorities during the
conflicts, the Vojvodi nwoiwodschedt&Serden and Bemescher Bavatd farmmed fpllowirsgtha t (
Emperordos decr ee Tohle Nprveewnbreae 1li8ncll8Md®ed t erritories of Banat (
l'ts ruler was the Grand Voivode, one of the Emperorliys numer o
governor and was organised in fidistricts (Kreise) divided into suthistricts (Bezirke):

-Ti mi kwiatrha ,Ar adu Nou, Li pova, B u z i -digtricts (9B allagesv/aad, 280\8@Brinkadiantsa nd  Ti
- Lugoj, witht he FLg®8bc khua@gao [ détrice (284Yilages and 219,803 inhabitants)

- Becicherecu Mareyi t h TRr Rkbecse, Ki kinda Mare, SO©nnicolau Mar e, Bil e
and 336,763 inhabitants)

- Neusatz (Novi Sad)

- Sombor

The last two districts included territories outside historical Banat. The population of the province was very mixed: 347,459

Romanians, 321,110 Serbs, 335,080 Germans, 22H8A&arians and other ethnic groups. The capital of the province was

Ti mi kK oenoffi@al languhges were German and Serbian.

The Vojvodina of Serbia and the Tami g Banat province was abo
Hungariancomitatens n Banat and Bal ka. Syr mi a waistrativerdeosrofgheomatateeette thent o S|
primcomite(the prefect), theicecomitegthe subprefect), theretors(head of subdistricts), and themitatensCongregation.



Romanian Banat

In 1950, following the Soviet model, the communist authorities introduced the administeatit@ial organisation regions by
Law no 5/September 6 1950. Although it lasted only until 1968, the division of the national territory into regions anchdsoment
major changes in time. Initially, the territory of Romanian Banat was distributed into three regiomerthaery similar to the current

counties: Arad (belonging to Banat only partly), Twheritheoar a a
Severin region was abolished and the territories of the remaining regions were reditiitn 1956, the Arad region also disappeared
and in 1960 the Timikoara region was renamed Banat. A short

Arad region, with its capital Arad:omprised, in 1952, an area only a little larger than the current Arad county. In the beginning, it did

not include the Sannicolau Mare area that was incorporated after the 1952 territorial reorganisation.

Between 1952 and 1956, the region had sixraidns;cad, Cri k (capital at Chikineu Crik), C
Mare, only the last two belonging to Banat. In 1956, once this region abolished, its territory was redistributed betweeraTima a n d
Oradea regions.

Severin region, located southern Banat, had the shortest life: only two years (between 1950 and 1952). The capital city was

Caransebex. I't covered an a$egean county and aso ibcluded theatraditienally Bahadarea tyiongd a y 6
inthe southwestd Me hedi nSi county today.

At first, Timikoara region, with the capital at Tiimiko@aowant \.
At the ti me, it was divided in thr ee ilost $aonicslau MDe whchwaS ©nni co |l a

incorporated into Arad region, but it was attached the whole Severin region. Between 1952 and 1956, the latter had nine raibrma k
(Mehadia), Caransebeck, Deta, FbLget, L ln 1966} hy Dddred nd t2gaadingfNo u £, Or a
amendments to Law no 5/1950 for the division TiPRR@ublstedions of
the Official Bulletin of PRR of January 10 1956), the southern part of the former Ariad vegs added to this region.

Banatregion was established by Law no 3/Decembet@260f or t he i mprovement of the administ
territory. It comprised not only the for ngeironr.eglitosn cTa pmitkaola rwaa
covered todayods c®evennandeartialty Aradi{thensoukhern pard,rinaluding the municipality of Arad, as far as
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Macea and POncota, and a maj or par tBanamConhsbhgaently,anrl96h, ths territorianle Mur e
administrative entity reminding of historical Banat covered 21,000eku had 1,234,340 inhabitants.

Banat region was divided into 12 raions and yetléspecalstatste,thadb f whi
of regional towns. The 321 communes comprised 601 vikgages.
Li pova, Lugoj, Mol dova Nout, Oravi Sa, OrwovnaofS®erwi Sal, awhiare
number of localities were those of a raion.

December 18 1964 names of localities were changedbgcree799.

In 1968, the raions and the regions ceased to exist by Law no 2/ February 16 1968 and the touet@ty)name was

reintroduced for new administratiterritorial entities. In the case of Banat, these new divisions are more similar to the 1950 regions

than to the pravar counties. On this occasion,theseetth st er n cor ner of Banvatwasattacheditatdi ng t h
MehedinSi, a county from Oltenia, while about 40 vilol ages in
Arad Count y. TSeverincquntyirdceivad several Glagesaftom Hunedoara, while two Banhtaiges near t he
were incorporated into Hunedoara County. This is how the splitting of Banat that started at the end of World War | wieniday an

we can find Banat localities in five Romanian counties, a Hungarian county, and three districtsedrapalitan area of two Serbian
provinces. Not to mention the unprecedented situation that three large cities outsidie Belgeade, Szeged and Aradave

districts in Banat.

By the same Law no 2/1968, some names of localities were changed, weildoo#iities disappeared because of numerous

administrative unifications.

Serbian Banat

Chronological references

- November 25,1918The Peopl ebdbs Assembly of Serbs and other Slavs gat.|l
Vojvodina (Banat, Bal ldeamo&Seria.Bar anja) with the King

-1918-1922i Ser bi an Banat formed the Veliki Bel kerek district.

- 1922- 19297 The territory of Serbian Banat was divided between the provinces (oblast) of Belgrade and Podunavlje, the latter with
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the capital at Smederevo.

- October 31929- April 19411 The countryo6és territory is divided into banovin
incorporated into Dunavska Banovina, with the capital at Novi Sad. The town of Belgrade, together with Zemun and Paneévo, for

a separate admistrative unit of banovinas.

- April 19417 October 23,1944Ser bi an Banat, Gumadija and Branilevo formed a
Serbian state under German military occupation.

Banat was under Serbian authority only in tiyeas it was administered by the German minority.

It was ruled by avice-ban (Vize-Banus) who was formally a subordinate of the ministry of internal affairs in Belgrade. The official
languages were German and Serbian.

In that time, Serbian Banatwasdive d i n t he following administrative subdivisio
Jaga Tomil, Veliki Bel kerek, Velika Kikinda, No Vi Becej, Nov
The whole Banat administration came from the German minoritylodae high officials were appointed by the puppet government in
Belgrade, at the suggestion of the vian. Even the judges and the notaries were German. The postal, railway and fiscal

administration was in the hands of the German ethnic group.

The civiladministration of the German minority was doubled by the German military occupation under the rule of a military
commandment.

- After the wari The province of Vojvodina was established based on the former Danube Banovina.

-1948-Bor | a and nduded e thevaelmimistrative area of Belgrade.

- April 7, 19631 The Socialist Autonomous Province Vojvodina with the capital at Novi Sad was established. It also comprised the
Serbian Banat territory.

- July 5, 1989 The autonomous statute of Vojvodiwas revoked.

- September 28, 1990The Autonomous Province of Vojvodina was established.



Evolution of population on the territory of Serbian Banat in 191991 (number of inhabitants):

1910
Ethnic
groups
Serbs 229,568

Germans 125,374
Hungarians 108,662
Romanians 73,303

Slovaks 16,223
Others 13,270
Total 566,40C

1921

235,148
126,518
98,463
66,433
17,595
14,840
559,09¢

1931

261,128
120,541
95,867
62,365
17,900
27,783
585,57¢

1948

358,067
17,522
110,44¢
55,678
20,685
39,238
601,62€

1953 1961 1971 1981

374,258 423,837 434,815  424,76%
- - 165 -
112,683 111,944 103,098 90,445
55,094 54,447 49,455 43,474
21,229 22,306 22,139 21,392
53,899 43,334 56,092 92,808
617,162 655,86€ 665,75 672,884

1991

423,475
76,153
35,935
19,903
93,924

648,39C

Note: The popaunldatdvdna,ofl oBcoarlliat i es
Serbian Banat. The data used in this table were taken from the Hungarian and Yugoslavian (Serbian) censuses conduontespionitieg years.

t hat were included

wi t hin Belmofa




Territorial Exchange

A protocolconcerning several Danube islands and an exchange of localities between Romdh&Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats

and Slovenes was signed in Belgrade in November 24, ,1923. As
Beba Veche, Pusta Cherestur, Ciorda and lam, that had belonged to the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes were incorporated
into Romania, while Modok (Modog, today Jaga Tomil), Ptrdani
Bu nj e) , Krivobara (today Markovilievo) and Gaiu Mare (today \
mentioned kingdom. Jimbolia was ceded to the Romanian State on April 10 1924.

Maps of Banat[2]
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